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By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Keystone Heights 
Airport is celebrating its 80th anniversary. It 
was established in 1942 as an Army Air� eld 
and was built by the U.S. Army Corps as a 
support � eld for Camp Blanding.

It was initially known as Crystal Lake air-
� eld until December 1942 when it became 

known as Keystone Army Air� eld. During 
WWII the air� eld was home to the AAFSAT 
Strategic Reconnaissance School. � e land 
was deeded to the City of Keystone Heights 
after the war in 1947.

“We are one of 43 army air� elds from 
World War II,” said Maria Searcy, the airport 
manager.

As of now, the air� eld is still used for 
military training exercises where Allied 

countries send their pilots to train. In addi-
tion, parachute training, recurrence training, 
night vision approach, equipment drops and 
mobilization are some of the uses that are 
practiced at the air� eld.

However, Keystone Heights Airport not 
only deals with military training but also 
with non-military activities. Instructors are 
provided for those who want to become to 
become a certi� ed private pilot. � ey also 

host Aerobatic aircraft pilots in which they 
train for competitions.

“We are one of the few airports left in the 
state of Florida that still has an aerobatic 
box,” Searcy said.

� e airport leases to non-aviation-related 
organizations like Camp Crystal, the Sports-
man’s Club and Florida International Rally 

SEE AIRPORT, 7
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Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the 
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous 
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has 
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with 
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Eurasian shrubs
7. Strikes and rebounds
13. Group of advisers
14. Modern necessity
16. Top lawyer in the land
17. Philadelphia university
19. Of I
20. Functions as a laser
22. Basketball phenomenon 

Jeremy
23. Famed island
25. Parent-teacher groups
26. Distributes
28. Self-immolation by fire ritual
29. Ad __
30. Circulation problem (abbr.)
31. Brother or sister
33. A famous ‘Squad’
34. Stage actor Anthony
36. Violent seizure of property
38. Saclike cavities
40. Sound units
41. Counts on
43. Dad
44. Woman (French)
45. A digital tape recording of 

sound
47. Polish Baltic peninsula

48. Recipe measurement
51. Requests out of dire need
53. Precious stone weight unit
55. The immaterial part of a person
56. Anoint
58. Golf score
59. Supernatural
60. Northwest Territories
61. Can be made suitable
64. A professor’s helper
65. Having a toothlike edge
67. Got atop a horse
69. Judged
70. Static balance between 

opposing forces

CLUES DOWN
1. Flowing
2. Computer department
3. Lasts
4. DiFranco and Samsonyan are two
5. __ de sac
6. Merchant
7. Hosts film festival
8. State of agitation of fuss
9. A way to praise
10. Opaque gems
11. McKinley is one
12. Smallest interval in classical 

Western music
13. Famed designer Lauren
15. Occupies
18. Small island (British)
21. Misuse of the sacred
24. Covers with a thin sheet
26. Most valuable player
27. Title of respect
30. Investigated discreetly
32. Belonging to the bottom layer
35. Black tropical American cuckoo
37. Music genre
38. Indicates one is in mourning
39. Secured forever
42. Bodily cavity
43. A dog is one
46. Chose to do something
47. Annoy persistently
49. Large hotel rooms
50. Beg
52. Docket
54. Subway dwelling rodent
55. Sources
57. Mild Dutch cheese
59. Spanish city
62. Consumed
63. Ballplayer’s tool
66. Midway between north and east
68. Atomic #3

By Don Coble
don@claytodayonline.come 

� e Keystone Heights City Council was 
told of plans to remodel Keystone Heights 
Elementary ahead of a presentation to the 
Clay County District Schools during last 
Monday’s monthly meeting.

Architect Paul Stressing told council 
members the school is outdated and 
overcrowded. Years of planning now will 
be forwarded to the school board.

“(Keystone) Elementary is kind of a 
unique, project as we all are aware and 
over the years how any project gets it’s kind 
of interesting because when a project is 
developed, and when budget becomes a 
real concern, you see where a lot of times 
a developed feature becomes a knee jerk 
reaction.

“It’s like where’s the most economical 
place to put a building, and where do you 
put the utilities, so I think the elementary 
school is a perfect example of that where 
things were just kind of put out of conve-
nience – from electrical transformers in the 

middle of the campus to drainage collec-
tion tanks under the ground. A lot of people 
don’t realize a lot of that is in a center area.”

Stressing said the 65-year-old school 
desperately needs a new student dropo�  
area and parking lot. He also said the 
current layout is like “a fortress” and is the 
project’s “Achilles heel.”

He said portable classrooms and a 
cafeteria that was built for 275 students and 
now serves 865 would be replaced with a 
modern room for 1,200 students that would 
include a theatrical stage.

Portables would be replaced with 
permanent classrooms that comply with 
hurricane guidelines.

In other business, the council voted 5-0 
to approve a zoning request that will move 
forward a plan to build 55 new homes in 
a development called Country Meadows 
between Sunrise Boulevard and SW Night-
ingale Street.

� e Keystone Heights City Council 
meets on the � rst Monday of every month 
at 6 p.m.

Keystone council to send plan for 
new elementary to school board

Making the grade
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Making the grade

Lake Asbury Elementary was one of two schools that improved from a B rating to an A in the state’s 
annual evlaution. The other was Plantation Oaks Elementary. 

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

CLAY COUNTY – � e School District 
has notched an A grade, with about 85% 
of schools hitting A or B grades for the 
2021-2022 school year, with some subject 
test scores being ranked in the Top-5 in 
the state. Excluding 2021, where reporting 
was optional and was declined by 56 of 

the states 67 districts, Clay County has had 
seven A rankings and four B rankings since 
2010. � e A grade from 2021-2022 school 
year maintains the A grades from the school 
years beginning in 2019 and 2018.

Grades, their reporting and their release 
have been marred by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, said Superintendent David Broskie.

“We are so excited about our A ranking,” 

Clay County schools 
earn an ‘A’ from state

SEE GRADE, 10
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Bryan’s 

Keystone Heights Keystone Heights 
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Melrose
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Interlachen
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Starke
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18482 High Springs Main St. • 386-454-0622
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Shoes $59.95

Authorized Feed Retailer

SUMMER
favorites

TOOLS • KNIVES
• SUNGLASSES • GUNS 

• BOOTS • KAYAKS
• LANDSCAPING

ACE REWARDS MEMBERS FREE ASSEMBLY & DELIVERY ON GRILLS*

MORE THAN
YOUR ORDINARY

HARDWARE 
STORE!

*AND ACCESSORIES TOTALING $399+

By Nick Blank
nick@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – � e Board of 
County Commissioners honored three 
members of Clay County Fire Rescue in a 
short, sincere ceremony at Tuesday night’s 
board meeting.

Surrounded by county commissioners, 
Chief Lorin Mock dubbed the evening a 
bittersweet occasion where the Clay County 
Fire Rescue bid farewell to three members 
each with more than 20 years of experience 
in the region.

Mock began with Engineer Ricky Emery, 
who joined the agency in 2014 after work-
ing for 25 years with the Jacksonville Fire 
and Rescue Department. Mock said when 
people leave Jacksonville agencies they still 
have the desire to serve. Emery later said 
serving was a pleasure.

“Ricky came down and served eight 
years with us,” Mock said. “He’s going to 
retire for the second time.”

Mock then turned to Capt. Todd Arzie 
and Lt. David Seymour. Both had stints with 
the Keystone Volunteer Fire Department 
before joining Clay County Fire Rescue.

Arzie joined Clay County Fire Rescue in 
1993. Mock listed Arzie’s numerous titles, 
roles and committees, and said the captain 
was instrumental in opening Fire Station 11 
in Keystone Heights.

With his focus on safety, Arzie’s depar-
ture created a di�  cult hole to � ll, Mock said.

“A lot of that was about limiting the car-

cinogens that are inherent in providing � re 
services and ensuring the health and safety 
of our members,” Mock said.

Mock gestured to the back of the meeting 
room and said Arzie’s son was a member of 
the department.

“� e tradition is going to continue,” Mock 
said. Arzie took the microphone and joking-
ly told Mock he had three more shifts. Arzie 
said he enjoyed working for the residents of 
Clay County.

“I started out in Alachua County, but 
I got the opportunity to come here,” Arzie 

said. “I wanted to come home to work.”
� e third honoree was Seymour, who 

had 31 years of service. Mock joked recogni-
tion for Seymour may take a while.

Seymour is an excellent mechanic, Mock 
said, and a member of rescue teams and 
HAZMAT. Seymour was Fire� ghter of the 
Year in 2010 and a member of the commit-
tee that hired Mock.

“So anybody not happy that I’m standing 
here, he’s partially responsible,” Mock said to 
laughs from the audience.

Seymour also worked in the community 

with the Muscular Dystrophy Association. 
Mock said Seymour worked hard for the as-
sociation and would be missed throughout 
Clay County.

“...� ere are a lot of children and families 
in Northeast Florida that owe a debt of grati-
tude that probably can’t be repaid to David,” 
Mock said.

Seymour said the county has been his 
home since Day 1.

“I loved it and I’m still going to be helping 
with (Muscular Dystrophy Association) and 
stu�  like that. I can’t let them down,” he said.

BCC recognizes three retiring Fire Rescue veterans
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By Don Coble
Managing Editor

We’ve all wondered what it could 
be like to be a fly on the wall 
when something big breaks. I 

was that fly in July of 1996.
I saw the negoti-

ations between the 
agent for Shaquille 
O’Neal, the Orlando 
Magic and Los An-
geles Lakers. I saw 
the agent, Leonard 
Armato, hug Lakers 
General Manager 
Jerry West and they 
both walked away.

At that moment, 
it was clear Shaq 
was no longer going 
to play in Orlando. 
He was headed to 
Los Angeles.

And I was there when it happened.
The story requires a setup. I was cover-

ing the Atlanta Summer Games. I reported 
on beach volleyball in Jonesboro and 
boxing at Georgia Tech. On a volleyball off-
day, I learned the women’s teams from the 
United States and Brazil would be practic-
ing at a private court built in the backyard 
of a man who lived on Lake Spivey. If you 
looked hard enough, you could see the 
volleyball complex – called Atlanta Beach 
– across the lake.

I was standing next to the net when I 
noticed West walking down the fence line 
to a boathouse. A man who could afford 
to build a beach volleyball court in his 
backyard could afford a boathouse with a 

full bar, television and ceiling fans.
West got to the boathouse where he 

was met by Armato. I knew him since I 
covered every game Shaquille played in 
Orlando. It made sense Armato would be 
at the practice since his girlfriend, Holly 
McPeak, was on the U.S. roster.

What I didn’t expect was to watch them 
talk for 10 minutes. They shook hands and 
West walked back along the fence line.

A few minutes later, John Gabriel, the 
general manager for the Orlando Magic, 
walked down the same fence line. They 
talked for about 10 minutes and Gabriel 
left.

Gabriel and I became good friends 
while I covered the Magic. I was both quiet 
and honest. But I could see on his face, 
that he appeared concerned after his brief 
meeting with Armato.

Almost immediately, West re-appeared. 
He didn’t have time to go anywhere. He 
must have been waiting down the street in 
his car, waiting for Gabriel to make his final 
sales pitch and leave.

West returned and walked down to the 
boathouse. The meeting was short. The 
men hugged and they left together.

Neither Armato, West nor Gabriel 
noticed me standing beside the volleyball 
court. Maybe there’s truth in hiding in plain 
sight.

I was tempted to break the story, but 
in fairness, I don’t know exactly what was 
said. But it was clear, that Shaquille was go-
ing Hollywood. And I saw it happen.

There have been many stories reported 
about how O’Neal wound up going to the 
Lakers. He officially signed on July 18. 
ESPN said Shaq wanted to stay in Orlando. 

OF THE MONTH

THIS MONTH 
in History

Don Coble

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about 
the county commission, the school board or your city council 
or commission, sit down and take a few moments to write us 

a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling and 
write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to 
local issues, be clear and make a point. We reserve the right 
to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and spelling. In your 

email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to 
Managing Editor Don Coble at don@claytodayonline.com.
 We look forward to hearing from you!

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Enchiridion: (eng-ka-RID-ee-un) a 
noun that means a book containing essen-
tial information on a subject.

“My prize possession left by my mother 
was her cookbook, which is an enchiridi-
on of the family’s favorite dishes.”

Five years ago, 2017
• Greyhound trainer Charles McClellan’s 

license is suspended after state officials said 
12 of his dogs tested positive for a cocaine 
metabolite at bestbet of Orange Park.

• Paul Newman’s Newman’s Own Foun-
dation donates $6,000 to the Food Pantry of 
Green Cove Springs.

• The St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District approves a plan to pipe water 
from the flood-prone Black Creek to Lake 
Magnolia in Keystone Heights.

10 years ago, 2012
• The Board of County Commissioners 

put $225,000 in its capital improvement 
budget to use as matching funds for athletic 
associations that lease county parks and 
ballfield for youth sports.

• After serving as a housing counselor 
for four years, Carolyn Edwards is pro-
moted to president of Clay County Habitat 
for Humanity.

20 years ago, 2002
• Jennifer Carroll resigns as the Execu-

tive Director of the Florida Department of 
Veteran’s Affairs.

• Eagle Harbor’s Director of Tennis 
and Assistant Community Manager Andy 
Fletcher is selected as the Volunteer of the 
Year by the U.S. Professional Tennis Asso-
ciation’s Jacksonville District.

• The Middleburg Athletic Association 
All-Stars won the district tournament with 
an 11-2 win against South Lakeland.

30 years ago, 1992
• County Commissioner Mackie Chris-

tenson resigns after her husband received 
orders from the U.S. Navy to command the 
USS Dubuque in Japan.

• The City of Keystone Heights said it 
will crack down on people swimming – 
particularly skinny-dippers – at Keystone 
Beach when the park is closed.

WordWord

SEE MAGIC, 5 SEE HISTORY, 5SEE BEAUTY, 5

OPINION

Disney caricaturist: 
‘I think there’s beauty 
in everybody’s face’
By Gabrielle Russon
For FloridaPolitics.com

LAKE BUENA VISTA – For nearly 30 
years, Keelan Parham has drawn faces 
at Walt Disney World. Enough time has 
passed for mullets to be in style, fall out 
of favor and then come back into fashion 
again.

Tourists and locals, even the occasional 
celebrity, saw caricatures as the perfect 
souvenir, something hand-drawn and one 
of a kind. Parham figures he’s illustrated at 
least half a million people during his career.

“I just kept doing it,” Parham said. “The 
reason is, because every person that sits 
down, every face is a new challenge. … It 
truly never gets old. … I think there’s beauty 
in everybody’s face.”

His job is to capture it on paper.
Orlando’s theme park machine provides 

economic opportunities and draws in 
creative people, like Parham, who make 
Central Florida their permanent home.

Parham’s resume was colorful – model, 
Elvis impersonator, lifeguard – when he an-
swered an ad in the Orlando Sentinel for a 
job as a Disney caricature artist in the early 
1990s. He was also professionally trained 
as an artist with an illustration degree from 
Savannah College of Art and Design. It’s 
where a kid like Parham growing up in the 
South who inhaled comic books and loved 
to draw went to study.

Parham landed the job at Disney. He 
figured he might last a week or so and then 
quit.

“I did not like it. I didn’t like the possibil-
ity of rejection,” Parham said. “Sometimes 
people see themselves differently than 
everybody else sees themselves. So I had 
to find a style that both captured their 
likeness, but they liked it well enough to 
purchase.”

Parham didn’t quit right away. In fact, 
quite the opposite. Twenty-nine years later, 
he remains at Disney.

“I get to draw at the Happiest Place on 

I was fly on the wall when 
Shaquille O’Neal left the Magic
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352.473.9201
370 S.E. Sylvan Way Keystone Heights, FL 

Sandy@FlowerPetalsInc.com
www.FlowerPetalsInc.com

Full service florist and event specialist.  
Prices from $10.00 blessing bouquets.  
Delivering in the Keystone/Melrose/

Starke areas daily.  

❤ When you simply can’t be 
there we will send your love. ❤

Keystone
Auto Parts

NOW IN 
STOCK!! 

7419 State Rd., 21 N
Keystone Heights
352-473-3561

Great People, 
Great Products, 
Great Prices! SM

Huge Selection of Brake Parts

Excellent
Battery 

Selection

M-F 8am-6pm; Sat 8am-2pm

Proudly Serving Our Community

Earth. � ere’s very few times when I’m draw-
ing somebody who is not happy,” he said.

Parham’s work as a caricature artist has 
evolved into being an entrepreneur. He and 
his wife, Barbara, founded Artistic Talent 
Group and began partnering with Disney in 
1999. 

Today, their business hires about 50 
artists who draw at Animal Kingdom, 
Hollywood Studios, several Disney resorts 
and � e Art Corner, which is their shop at 
Disney Springs.

Sometimes, you can spot Parham and 
his team of artists at the festivals in Epcot, 
like this year’s upcoming International Food 
and Wine Festival where they will be draw-
ing “corktoons” – aricatures drawn on wine 
corks.

Parham’s business also is hired to create 
art for events and parties. Parham has been 
asked to draw at a recent Visit Orlando-
hosted event, a mortuary convention, a 
birthday party for a Saudi Arabian princess, 
a body-building contest and everything in 
between. Parham also has drawn regularly 
for families and patients at Orlando Health 
Arnold Palmer Hospital For Children.

Some of his customers have been 
famous, although Parham has a knack 

for missing out. Singer Usher and box-
er Evander Holy� eld both sat down for a 
cartoonish portrait at Parham’s stands.

“I haven’t really drawn that many 
famous people, to be honest with you. It 
always seemed like it would happen on days 
I wasn’t at the stand,” Parham said. “My big-
gest claim to fame was drawing a monkey 
that was on the David Letterman Show,” he 
joked.

One customer was a 7-year-old boy with 
a vivid imagination who was on a Disney 
vacation with his family. � e boy hung his 
cowboy-themed caricature on the wall in 
his bedroom in Pineville, Kentucky and 
returned every year to get another one.

� at boy grew up to be 19-year-
old Braden Mills, who convinced Parham to 
hire him as an artist. On Wednesday, Mills 
manned the caricature stand at Hollywood 
Studios in front of the Tower of Terror ride.

“I’d never thought I’d be here,” Mills said, 
marveling at how he was doing what he 
loved: drawing at Disney.

n
Gabrielle Russon is a journalist who 

covers theme parks and Florida tourism. 
She previously worked at the Orlando 
Sentinel, the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, the 
Toledo Blade and the Kalamazoo Ga-
zette. She graduated from Michigan State 
University.

Beauty
from page 4

• Talks continue between county of-
� cials and healthcare o�  cials to save the 
debt-ridden Clay Memorial Hospital.

40 years ago, 1982

• Florida Highway Patrol Director 

Eldridge Beach resigns after its disclosed 
he used a highway patrol aircraft to go on a 
hunting trip in Green Cove Springs.

• � e county commission awards bids 
for new � re stations at Virginia Village in 
Green Cove Springs and McRae.

• Despite being part of the county’s com-
prehensive plan, commissioners decide to 
table the Airport Study application.

History 
from page 4

Magic
from page 4
Since the Magic drafted him, they were in a 
position to o� er him more money than Los 
Angeles.

However, Orlando lowballed him. � e 
o� er was $54 million for either three or four 
years. Many speculated the Magic were 
trying to save money so they could re-sign 
future Hall of Famer Penny Hardaway.

� e Lakers o� ered $126 million for 
seven years.

� e decision was a slam dunk for O’Neal 
and Armato. Not only did Shaq get paid, 
he also was moving to Southern California 

where Armato lived.
Atlanta Beach is now known as Clayton 

County International Park. I’m not sure 
what happened to the court built in Richard 
Anderson’s backyard.

But I know Shaq went on to have a 
dominating career. And except for a brief 
spark of prominence led by Dwight Howard, 
Orlando has never really recovered. Like 
Shaquille O’Neal, Like Shaq, Howard also 
traded one Disney for another when he 
signed with the Lakers.

� e downfall, however, started in a 
backyard with women playing volleyball as a 
backdrop. For once, I was the � y on the wall 
to see it all unfold.

CLAY COUNTY – � e Board of County 
Commissioners currently are leading an 
important Tourism Strategic Plan initiative 
to guide the next � ve years of developing 
and managing tourism in the region. � is 
Plan will provide a blueprint for the invest-
ment in various entertainment, dining and 
other attractions designed to make the Clay 
County area a thriving destination to live, 
work and visit.

With your expertise as residents, we 
would like to collect your thoughts and 

suggestions regarding the County’s tourism 
development. A brief questionnaire at www.
surveymonkey.com/r/W9TJ86D will help 
to incorporate your critically important 
views into the planning process.

Please be as candid with your responses 
as possible and know that the informa-
tion you provide will NOT be added to any 
type of sales-related database. We will not 
attribute your name, email address or other 
contact information to the overall results.

County needs residents to help to 
develop, manage future tourism
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Experience Where It Matters Most
Career Educator
Former Principal, Keystone Heights Jr.-Sr. High
Former Keystone Heights Elem. Teacher of the Year

Dedicated Community Servant
Lake Region Kiwanis Club, Distinguished Past President
Woman’s Club of Keystone Heights, Co-President
Keystone Lake Region Business Association, Member
Federated Republican Women of Clay, Chaplain

Fierce Advocate for OUR Schools

þ Fiscally Conservative
þ Supports Student Choice Options
þ Working to Keep Our Schools Safe
þ Advocating for Keystone Heights Schools

  Vote August 23rd    www.VoteTinaBullock.com  

 FIGHTING FOR CONTROLLED GROWTH, 
PROTECTING NATURAL RESOURCES, 

ROADS & LOWER TAXES & FEES 

Your Concerns
Are Important
Contact Me At
904-615-7284

District 4 County CommissionerDistrict 4 County Commissioner
Vice Chair of the Board of County CommissionersVice Chair of the Board of County Commissioners

“I’m here to represent you!”“I’m here to represent you!”

Paid for by Betsy Condon for County Commissioner District 4

By Nick Blank 
nick@claytodayonline.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – � e county’s busi-
ness community never sleeps.

At Tuesday night’s county commission 
meeting, Economic Development Corpo-
ration President Crawford Powell briefed 
o�  cials on the growth in the area and gave 
an overview of what’s going on.

Middleburg will see a Niagara water 
bottling facility near Challenger Drive. � e 
plant is in phase II of construction and seeks 
to have 800,000 square feet building and 
eventually expand to about 200 jobs, though 
it will begin with around 50 employees, 
Powell said.

Mobro Marine is making a $12 million 
investment for new headquarters in Green 
Cove Springs.

“We have a number of local, regional and 
now national developers looking into Clay 
County for sites to build spec buildings,” he 
said.

To assist potential newcomers to the 
county, the EDC is in the process of a Strate-
gic Site Inventory. Another project focuses 
on creating a database for sites.

“We’re making sure due diligence is done 
on the sites and they are ready to move 
forward to market,” Powell said.

� e county’s commercial and industrial 
growth was a matter of intrigue Tuesday. � e 
county has 3.7 million square feet of com-

mercial o�  ce space and 5.4 million square 
feet of industrial space at the moment. How-
ever, vacancy is extremely limited with 5.1% 
and 0.2% of the space available for commer-
cial and industrial space respectively.

� e county is very competitive, Powell 

said,
“� at shows you the need for industrial 

growth in the county,” Powell said. “We are 
still being pushed by being such a competi-
tive environment for land for available sites, 
which is what we run into in 90% of con-

versations we have, so we’re working to in-
crease that opportunity for the community.”

Powell also relayed Clay County’s 2.2% 
unemployment rate is less than Jacksonville, 
the state and the country. 

Jacksonville’s unemployment rate is 
2.3% and the state’s rate is 2.5%. � e U.S. 
sits at 3.4% unemployment rate, far below 
pandemic levels. � e county’s labor force, 
essentially the pool of people able to work, 
stands at 112,308.

“� ose are pretty interesting data points 
as we talk projects and opportunities,” 
Powell said.

He concluded with housing. Presenting 
the June 2022 median sales price � gures, he 
showed the following median sales price 
data by area:

• Fleming Island- $437,500
• Middleburg- $373,500 
• Green Cove Springs- $355,000
• Orange Park- $340,000
• Keystone Heights- $265,000
Compared to 2021, Fleming Island’s sales 

prices jumped 7.2% and Middleburg’s sales 
prices increased by 36.8%. � e other three 
areas’ sales prices grew around 20% in the 
past year and the overall increase in prices 
for the county from 2021 to 2022 was 28%.

Powell said the median sales price for the 
county is $352,077.

“Note it’s a 28% increase year-to-date and 
that’s indicative of the entire region,” he said.

Commissioners receive positive economic overview
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Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

Visit our showroom for the 

FREE ESTIMATES
1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z 
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

Discounted pricing for Eligible Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at 

www.azahealth.org

Wellness from A to Z

Call Today for an Appointment!We’ve shortened our name, but not our list of services!

(352) 473-6595
100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights

MEDIC AL  •    MENTAL HEALTH  •    PHARMAC Y

Airport
from page 1

The Keystone Heights Airport has been a � xture in southern Clay County for 80 years. The 
facility is making improvements like new hangers to make sure it’s around for another 80 years. 
The property also is home to the Florida International Rally and Motorsport Park.

and Motorsports Park.
� e FIRM hosted the � nal race of Travis 

Pastrana’s Nitro Rallycross Series last 
December. Sunday’s � nals were sold out by 
midday Saturday, and earned high praise 
from Pastrana, who said, “� e great part is 
this track was so awesome.”

� e FIRM is being considered to � ll the 
only remaining spot on this year’s Nitro RX 
schedule.

� e airport also is working on expand-
ing its facility through the West Side Project 
which is a part of the airport’s master plan, 
including new hangers, a second entrance, 

and more runways to allow more planes 
into the airport. � e project will cover about 
200 acres and will bring more jobs for the 
local people.

“Our long-term goal is to create jobs 
here in the Lake Region,” Searcy said. “We 
are hoping we can entice companies like 
distribution centers, or lightweight manu-
facturing. Something that will be good for 
the community.”

Keystone Airport is working to partner 
with Keystone Heights High to teach stu-
dents about aviation and provide them with 
trade skills.

To learn more about Keystone Heights 
Airport visit www.keystoneairport.com or 
call (352) 473-0031.
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920 Blanding Blvd., Suite 4
Orange Park, FL 32065

904-420-0044

GET YOUR 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

CARD TODAY!

No Medical records? NO PROBLEM. 
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

Do you have stress and anxiety
due to the Coronavirus?

Call today for a PTSD evaluation. 

Re-Certify by phone- No need to leave home!

RECERTIFICATIONS

EDIBLES NOW AVAILABLE. 

For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – The St. Johns River 
Water Management District is launching a 
project to increase recharge to the Upper 
Floridan aquifer in Northeast Florida.

The Governing Board voted Tuesday to 
approve the execution of a contract to begin 
the first phase of the Black Creek Water 
Resource Development Project, which con-
sists of constructing a water pump station 
between Penney Farms and Camp Blanding 
off State Road 16 in Clay County.

“The Black Creek project is a result of 
years of collaboration between the District, 
the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, local governments, utilities, and 
other interested stakeholders like the Save 
Our Lakes Organization,” said St. Johns 
River Water Management District Executive 
Director Mike Register. “The benefits of this 
project are far-reaching and speak directly to 
the District’s mission of ensuring adequate 
water supply for future generations in 
Florida.”

While the primary goal of the project is 
to increase recharge to the Upper Floridan 
aquifer, it will also improve water levels in 
lakes Brooklyn and Geneva in Keystone 
Heights. To accomplish this, water from 
Black Creek will be pumped through a 17-
mile pipeline, eventually discharging into a 
passive treatment system that will remove 
color and minor nutrients. From there, the 
water will flow into Alligator Creek and ulti-
mately Lake Brooklyn where recharge to the 
aquifer will occur through the lake bottom.

“As a Board member and former Senator 
representing Clay County, I am thrilled to 
see this project become a reality,” said St. 
Johns River Water Management District 
Board Chair Rob Bradley. “For those of 

us who grew up Clay County, we’ve seen 
firsthand the drastic changes in our lake 
levels over the past few decades. This project 
will help us address that and more, all while 
protecting Florida’s natural systems.”

While the amount of water pumped 
each day will vary, depending on the water 
level in Black Creek, the maximum amount 
of water diverted will not exceed 10 million 
gallons per day. To ensure the protection of 
natural resources within the creek, diver-
sions will only be made when there is suf-
ficient flow available.

Funding for the project was provided 
in the St. Johns River and Keystone Heights 
Lake Region Projects legislative appropria-
tions over three years beginning in 2017. 
The total appropriation was more than $48 
million, of which nearly $43.4 million was 
allocated to the Black Creek project. Addi-
tionally, north Florida utilities are contribut-
ing $19.2 million toward the project. Those 
utilities include Clay County Utility Author-
ity, Gainesville Regional Utilities, St. Johns 
County Utilities, and JEA. The remaining 
balance will be provided from District funds. 
To learn more about the Black Creek Water 
Resource Development Project, visit www.
sjrwmd.com/projects/#black-creek.

Keystone lakes to benefit from 
District’s Black Creek Water 
Resource Development Project

The pump station will be located approximately 900 feet west of Black Creek off State Road 16 near 
Penney Farms.
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With a Home Equity Line of Credit from Capital City 
Bank, say hello to a better way to fund your dream 
vacations, home improvements, education expenses
and more. 

Apply for a credit line just like a loan, and once you’re 
approved you can access this cash – up to your full 
available credit limit – whenever you’d like, for whatever 
you’d like. Go online or stop by today to apply.*

*All loans subject to credit and property approval. The introductory rate will be in effect for the first six (6) months after account is 
opened. Annual  Percentage  Rate  (APR)  that  can  range  from  Prime + 0.5% (currently 5.25% APR) to Prime + 6.5% (currently 

11.25% APR),  using  the JP  Morgan  Chase  Prime  (JPMCP)  rate,  not  to  exceed  18%  at  any  time.  Information accurate as of 06/16/2022. 
After the promotional period, the variable standard APR will be based on the borrower’s line amount, combined loan-to-value ratio, and 
credit rating. Hazard insurance required and flood insurance, if applicable. An annual fee of $50 is charged on the first year anniversary after 
closing and each year thereafter. A prepayment penalty of 2% of the original credit line amount, not to exceed $1,500, will be assessed if the 
credit line is closed within three (3) years of the origination date. The borrower may pay the credit line down to zero without closing the line 
of credit or without incurring a prepayment penalty. Consult a tax advisor about possible tax benefits. Minimum line of $10,000 required. 
Exclusions, limitations and funding requirements apply. Additional Limitations and conditions apply for existing HELOC clients. Refer to 
product disclosure or ask a banker for complete details. Offer available for limited time.

No Closing
Costs

ON LINES UP TO $250,000

APR/6 MONTH 
INTRODUCTORY 

RATE

APR/CURRENT 
VARIABLE RATE

AS LOW AS

2.99%* 5.25

Apply now at: 
ccbg.com/equity

Say Hello  to opportunity when you 
unlock the equity in your home.

%*

Hello,
Goodbye,

VACATION. 

STAYCATION.

Home Equity Line of Credit from Capital City Bank

Mom • E.R. Nurse • Parent Advocate

YOUR 
CHILDREN

YOUR
SCHOOLS

YOUR
VOICE

Erin understands that teaching and education is not a one size fits all 
experience for our kids.  

Erin believes schools should be responsible for keeping our children safe 
and at the same time teaching them how to think, not what to think.

Erin will fight to give Clay parents a voice in their children’s education.  
She will be a committed advocate for parents, students and teachers 
and an unflinching opponent to the unions and career politicians. 

!
!
!

Vote For Erin August 23
Early Voting: August 13-20

MEET ERIN SKIPPER:

ErinSkipperforClay.com • FB@ErinSkipper
Paid for by Erin Skipper, non-partisan, for Clay County School Board, District 1 

Lifelong Clay County resident
Attended Clay Public Schools K-12
Married to Navy Vet Joshua Skipper
Mom to Kannyn (4) and Ansleigh (2)
Mother is Sheri Benton-Clay teacher for 30+ years
B.S. Nursing from Oklahoma City University

Emergency Department Nurse
Room Mom and Parent Ambassador
Attends church at Russell Baptist
Small business owner

Tyson Athletics rubbing people the right way in Keystone Heights
By Natalie Gilstrap
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Tyson Athletics is 
a sports massage therapy clinic that just re-
cently opened its doors to the Lakes Region.

 It o� ers massage therapy to athletes, 
veterans and the general public. Sports 
therapy, deep tissue Swedish massage, Gua 
Sha, and aromatherapy are some of the 
services Tyson Athletics provides. 

� e clinic also provides personalized 
therapeutic sport massages for their clients.

In 2021 Tyson Athletics was established 
as a mobile massage service for athletes 
and veterans in Florida. 

Tara Tyson, owner and licensed mas-
sage therapist, has had more than 15 years 
of experience in conditioning and strength 
training. In addition, she has the knowledge 
and training to help people with their inju-
ries, preventive care, and recovery.

Having a degree in exercise and sports 

Tara Tyson opened Tyson Athletics in Keystone Heights to provide a variety of sports and 
message therapies.

science, Tara wanted to be a physical thera-
pist and open her own business. In 2015 
she opened her own business as a personal 
trainer until 2018. Eventually, Tara found 
her passion when she discovered a massage 
school in Gainesville.

“I just felt like this was it. I was home,” 
she said.

She started Tyson Athletics as a 
Licensed Massage � erapist in 2017 after 
graduating from the Florida School of Mas-
sage.

As of recent the clinic just had their 
grand opening. In addition, Tara will be 
teaching other licensed massage therapists 
in sports massage.

“It’s my passion to help people feel less 
in pain and be able to have an active life-
style,” Tyson said. “I’m here for athletes and 
the general public to help in any way I can.”

Tara grew up in Keystone Heights and 
has more than seven years of experience as 
an athlete. 

She ran track, played soccer and gym-
nastics, was a cheerleader and swimmer. 
She moved back to Keystone Heights from 
Orlando due to her father’s health. She is 
also a member of the American Massage 
� erapy.

To learn more about Tyson Athletics 
visit www.tysonathleticsllc.com or call (352) 
575-9100.

“It’s my passion to help 
people feel less in pain and be 
able to have an active lifestyle. 
I’m here for athletes and the 
general public to help in any 
way I can.”

– Tara Tyson 
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Quality Craftsmanship Guaranteed

4406 Station Freeway 904-910-5960
Keystone Heights NorthwaysContracting.com

Residential / Commercial
- Roof Inspections
- Roof Maintenance

DDeelliivveerriinngg
tthhee bbeesstt iinn
ggeenneerraall

ccoonnttrraaccttiinngg
aanndd rroooofifinngg
ccoonnttrraaccttiinngg
sseerrvviicceess..

Back to School 
Jamboree &  
Teacher  
Appreciation Day

Saturday, July 23 
11am - 3pm
Fun for the kids & fashion show 
and swag bags for teachers!  
Details at: OrangeParkMall.com

SPONSORED BY

Fields
Matters 
Because

You
Matter

Service Always with a Smile
...and breakfast or lunch while you wait!

7999 Blanding Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL  |  904.207.7635
www.fieldscadillacjacksonville.com  |  Enhanced Facility Cleaning Protocols

FREE to Fields Service Customers
Choose a breakfast of eggs (any style), 
French toast, freshly prepared biscuits 
& gravy or create your own omelet with 
gourmet coffee. For lunch a variety of 
sandwiches wth teas, fountain drinks, 
orange and apple juice and bottled 
water.

the school years beginning in 2019 and 2018.
Grades, their reporting and their release 

have been marred by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, said Superintendent David Broskie.

“We are so excited about our A ranking,” 
Broskie said. “� at shows the strength and 
resiliency of Clay County District Schools.”

� e state doesn’t have overall rankings of 
districts listed on its website or from various 
spreadsheets documenting scores. However, 
numerous reputable academic websites list 
Clay within the Top-10 districts in the state.

� e county is one of 14 districts to 
achieve the A ranking last school year. � e 
district also did not have D or F school. � e 
district had 11 schools drop a grade level 
from their 2019 scores, most from A to B.

Grade
from page 2

Two schools, Plantation Oaks Elemen-
tary and Lake Asbury Elementary increased 
from a B to an A, with Montclair Elementary 
jumping from a C to a B. After consecutive 
D grades in 2018 and in 2019, Charles E. 
Bennett Elementary achieved a C grade for 
the second year in a row. Overall, the district 
posted 18 A grades, 17 B grades and six Cs.

“� e district’s grade is calculated as if the 
district’s students are enrolled in one large 
combination school,” according to the state 
Department of Education. “All students who 
are full-year enrolled in the district will be 
included in the district’s grade.”

� e principal of one of those A schools, 
Lake Asbury Elementary’s Ti� any Outman, 
said she was thrilled about rising from a B to 
A grade. Outman spent six years at the school 
as a teacher. Now she’s entering her sixth year 
as principal.

“Its been a very long road,” Outman said. 
“To earn an A is a huge accomplishment for 
teachers and scholars.”

As schools returned to face-to-face 
instruction, Outman said there was an 
acknowledgment that students had to reach 
a high standard in the classroom after being 
exposed to at-home virtual schooling for so 
long. � e school posted a C grade in 2017 
and consecutive B grades for the next two 
years.

“We focused on how the students worked 
and their stamina, their strengths and weak-
nesses. � e teachers worked tirelessly to get 
students where they are and show that pro-
cess. Teachers were learning from each other 
using the (districts) professional learning 
community,” Outman said. “Students were 
out for so long.”

Test scores and the district’s 93% gradua-

tion rate play a factor in the district’s A grade. 
Clay did well for individual subjects com-
pared to fellow districts, with the third-high-
est achievement in science behind St. Johns 
and Nassau counties. � e county placed � fth 
in social studies achievement, and its gradua-
tion rate was tied for � fth-highest in the state.

“We feel like our schools are back to 
normal and these scores re� ect the result 
of returning to a normal education environ-
ment,” Broskie said.

Broskie said the district will continue 
to evolve with its professional learning and 
academic expectations for all involved in 
the process as the organization pivots to the 
2022-2023 school year when students return 
on Aug. 10.  “Were dedicated to providing a 
high-quality, world-class education for stu-
dents and were continuing work to improve 
experiences for all learners,” Broskie said.
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All nominees must have attended and be a graduate of a Clay County public school (earned
high school diploma) aside from "Education Achievement" nominees.

Nominations are open for all graduation years up to the graduating class of 2012 OR any
educator who has left a lasting impact on their school community.

All nominations must include a valid name, graduation year, and school name. This
information will be verified based on school records and any obscure or missing
information will be eliminated from further consideration.

July 28th through AUGUST 13th

KNOW A FORMER CLAY COUNTY
GRADUATE WHO:

NOMINATION LINK AND VOTING WILL BE ON THE CLAY TODAY WEBSITE

Has made
an impact
to society?

Achieved
success in
their career?

Is a positive
role model?

NOMINATE A CLAY COUNTY GRADUATE

VOTING WILL OCCUR AUGUST 22ND AND SEPTEMBER 2ND
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284-7720 • rhrfh.com 
2335 Sandridge Rd, Green Cove 

Springs, FL

Our calling is to o� er care,  comfort and 
reassurance in  a uniquely personal 

and all-embracing way.

Every
Detail
Matters.

FUNERAL HOME
Open and inviting facility

Modern
Reception room available

CEMETERY
Natural surroundings

Veterans section
Cremation garden 

CREMATORY
Private and on-site

Sta�  trained in cremation procedures
Family can witness

Continuous care throughout your time of need
Video tour on our website

Russell Haven of Rest
FUNERAL HOME • CEMETERY • CREMATORY

Police Briefs 
Remains of missing Baker 
County woman found in Clay Hill

CLAY HILL – The Clay County Sheriff’s of-
fice found human remains on Tuesday, July 
12,  in a wooded area with the assistance of 
K-9 cadaver dogs from the Pasco County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Brevard County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Multiple first 
responders from 
Clay County Fire 
Rescue, Clay County 
Emergency Manage-
ment, Baker County 
Sheriff’s Office, 
Florida Highway 
Patrol, Jacksonville 
Sheriff’s Office, Jack-
sonville Fire Rescue 
Department and the 
Clay County District 
Schools Police Department searched a 
wooded area off of Violet Way for missing 
Baker County woman Claire Luscombe 

Claire Luscombe

who was reported missing on June 29.
The remains were found in a wooded 

area near where Luscombe’s SUV was 
located. The Clay County Sheriff’s Office 
began investigating this case and searching 
the area on Saturday, July 9, after receiving 
a 911 call from a citizen who was horse-
back riding in the wooded area and found 
an SUV, later determined that of Claire 
Luscombe. The identity of the remains’ have 
not been confirmed, but CCSO is investi-
gating the case as an undetermined death 
although there are no signs of foul play 
noted at this time. The Jacksonville Medical 
Examiner’s Office will conduct an autopsy 
to determine the cause of death and con-
firm the individual’s identity.

Man denies owning pants after 
CCSO finds cocaine, meth in 
pockets

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Following a 
short chase, a man claimed he was wearing 
somebody else’s pants after a Clay County 
Sheriff’s Office deputy found methamphet-
amine and cocaine in his pockets.

Joseph William Harper, 41, of Keystone 
Heights, was charged with possession of 
both drugs, as well as possessing drug 
paraphernalia and attempting to elude law 
enforcement after he raced down three 
streets on an ATV on June 29.

According to the arrest report, Harper 
was riding along Gas Line Road when a 
deputy recognized him. Harper took off at 

SEE POLICE, 13
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Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

WATER WELL CONTRACTING

PARTNERS WITH CAPITAL CITY BANK
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NORTH FLORIDA 
WELL DRILLING

& PUMP 
SERVICE LLC

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

Eddie & Diane Smith
State Lic# 2173 & 7021

We Are Your Local  
Water Experts

Come by The Office For A 
Water Quality Analysis And 
A Free Treatment Estimate

105 Commercial Drive
Keystone Heights, FL

352-473-3204

Arrests & Bookings 
50 mph after the deputy turned on his 
emergency lights. He eventually stopped 
on Clemson Street.

The deputy found two “balled up 
receipts that contained a white powdery 
substance” in one pocket and a glass vile 
containing methamphetamine in another 
pocket. Harper told the deputy, “These 
pants aren’t mine, that isn’t mine.”

Harper also was given a ticket for 
riding an ATV on a public road. His bond 
was set at $21,011.

Two killed, one seriously 
injured on roadways on July 9

CLAY COUNTY – A program to bring 
awareness to traffic violations and deadly 
crashes was unveiled on July 1 by Clay 
County Sheriff Michelle Cook.

The message came too late for two 
local residents on Saturday, July 9.

Two were killed and a boy was seri-
ously injured in separate accidents, ac-
cording to the Florida Highway Patrol.

It started shortly after 8:30 a.m. in 
Orange Park when a 19-year-old Green 
Cove Springs man was killed on his 
motorcycle when a 67-year-old man from 
Green Cove Springs turned left off U.S. 
Highway 17 onto Holly Point Road and 
into the teenager’s path.

The carnage continued shortly after 
noon when a 15-year-old Keystone 
Heights boy was struck by an SUV when 
he was riding his bicycle on County Road 
209 near Ravenwood Drive.

According to FHP, the boy was riding 
northbound in the southbound lane 

Police 
from page 12

(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). Key: 
FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving Without a 
License-Suspended or Revoked; DUI-Driving Under 
the Influence; VOP-Violation of Probation; BAL-
blood alcohol level. There are no assumptions or 
representations about guilt or innocence. Anyone 
arrested or booked is presumed innocent.

Saturday, July 9
Kady L. Freeman, 29, Keystone Heights, tres-
passing 

Monday, July 4
Dylan C. Hurt, 23, Keystone Heights, FTA-driv-
ing without valid license, FTA-failure to register 
vehicle

Friday, July 1
Rodrigo Cruz, 31, Keystone Heights, driving 
with expired license

Thursday, June 30
Benjamin H. Morris, 30, Keystone Heights, 
fraudulent use of credit card

Tuesday, June 28
Megan M. Lewis, 28, Keystone Heights, domes-
tic battery
Roger L. Hartley, 57, Keystone Heights, FTA-
DWSLR, FTA-failure to register vehicle, non-
support

Thursday, June 23
Desiree A. Shingler, 35, Keystone Heights, VOP-
community control

Wednesday, June 22
Aaron S. Pons, 33, Keystone Heights, posses-
sion-controlled substance, DWSLR

Sunday, June 19
Donald L. Chase, 27, Keystone Heights, domes-
tic battery

Saturday, June 18
Tony S. Wills, 30, Keystone Heights, trespassing

Thursday, June 16
Jason T. Cross, 40, Keystone Heights, VOP-
battery

when he veered into the path of an SUV 
driven by a 35-year-old woman. He sus-
tained serious injuries.

A second life was lost at 9:40 p.m. when 
a 31-year-old woman from Jacksonville was 
driving eastbound on State Road 16 near 
Camp Blanding when her SUV crossed 
the center line, ran onto the shoulder and 
overturned.

Cook’s social media message on July 1 
asked drivers to submit reasons why they 
safe driving is important. The program is 
called “Your Reason.”

“What is your reason for wanting safe 
driving in Clay County?” Cook asked.

Cook said there are more than 1,200 
miles of roadways in the county. She also 
said her agency has made 12,000 traffic 
stops which resulted in more than 9,000 
citations.

She also said 14 people have been killed 
on county roads since Jan. 1. Those num-
bers grew by two eight days later.
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Jim Beaudry, Jim Beaudry, Director Director 

If Your Bill Is............................. You Save
$50 to $100...........................................................................$5.00
$101 to $200 ..................................................................... $10.00
$201 TO $300 .................................................................... $20.00
$301 TO $400 .................................................................... $30.00
$401 TO $500 .................................................................... $40.00
$501 TO $700 .................................................................... $50.00
$701 TO $900 .................................................................... $75.00
$901 +................................................................................$100.00

The check value will be based on 
the final invoice amount for parts 
and labor. This offer is not valid 
for use with deductibles or body 
shop work.

ANY 
SERVICE
WORK

Offer good through 7/30/22. Present to Service Advisor at time of write-up. Not to be combined with any other offers. 

UP
TO

1166 Blanding Blvd. • ORANGE PARK • 272-2200 • www.gordonchevy.com 

$$100100 OFFOFF

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER

$$79799595
With ACDelco DEXOS1™ 5w30 Synthetic Oil

Excludes diesel engines. More than 6 
quarts of oil and tax extra. Includes 
ACDelco dexos 1™ oil required by 2011 
and newer vehicles. See dealer for eligible 
vehicles and details. Not valid with other 
offers. Expires 7/30/22.

$$2392399999
Turning or replacing rotors, all other 
services and tax extra. Excludes 
Corvette and other select vehicles. Retail 
customers only. See dealer for eligible 
vehicles and details. 
Expires 7/30/22.

MOST ACDELCO GOLD 
FRONT BRAKE

PADS INSTALLED
24 MONTH/UNLIMITED MILE WARRANTY

Your Summer Maintenance ChecklistYour Summer Maintenance Checklist
According to AAA roadside data, “vehicles 10 years and older are twice as likely to be stranded According to AAA roadside data, “vehicles 10 years and older are twice as likely to be stranded 
at the roadside, and four times more likely to require a tow.” The top reasons for requiring a at the roadside, and four times more likely to require a tow.” The top reasons for requiring a 
tow: battery and electrical systems issues (23%), engine cooling system failures (11%) and tire tow: battery and electrical systems issues (23%), engine cooling system failures (11%) and tire 
damage that cannot be repaired or replaced at the roadside (1 %). With the average vehicle damage that cannot be repaired or replaced at the roadside (1 %). With the average vehicle 
age exceeding 11.5 years, an inspection is especially important to avoid a hassle: age exceeding 11.5 years, an inspection is especially important to avoid a hassle: Check Check 
the battery the battery - replace if necessary. The electrical system should charge at the correct rate. - replace if necessary. The electrical system should charge at the correct rate. 
Check the AC Check the AC - proper cooling performance is critical for interior comfort. - proper cooling performance is critical for interior comfort. Check the tiresCheck the tires, , 
tire pressure, tread, bulges and bald spots. tire pressure, tread, bulges and bald spots. Check all fluids Check all fluids - engine oil, power steering, - engine oil, power steering, 
brake, transmission, windshield washer solvent and antifreeze/coolant. brake, transmission, windshield washer solvent and antifreeze/coolant. Check the Check the 
wipers & lighting wipers & lighting so that you can see and be seen. If you have questions about your vehicle’s so that you can see and be seen. If you have questions about your vehicle’s 
maintenance, please give us a call or stop by.maintenance, please give us a call or stop by.

Per Axle

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2022

World events can shake up the financial 
markets – and your investment statements. 
During periods of volatility, it’s important to 
focus on the things you can control.

For starters, don’t overreact to short-term 
price drops – hasty decisions are rarely the 
best ones.

Also, make sure you identify your short- 
and long-term goals and create an investment 
strategy to meet them. And commit yourself 
to investing regularly – in up, down and 
sideways markets. If you take a “time out” 
from investing due to market volatility, you 
could miss out on the next upturn.

Finally, build a portfolio containing a mix 
of investments that reflects your goals, risk 
tolerance and time horizon.

The world will always be filled with 
unpredictable, uncontrollable events, and 
many of them will affect the financial 
markets. But within your own investment 
world, you have a great deal of control – and 
with it, you have the power to keep moving 
toward all your important financial objectives. 

  Member SIPC
This is Courtnie Douglas, your Edward Jones financial advisor 
located at 131 S. Walnut Street, Starke, FL 32091, phone 
number (904) 964-1486.

What investors can – and can’t – control TEAL 
TILE

Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423

• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile 
• Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

Elite DNA Therapy Services 
launches Back-to-School 
Supplies Drive

ORANGE PARK – Elite DNA � erapy 
Services, a comprehensive behavioral and 
mental health care provider, is hosting a 
Back-to-School Supplies Drive throughout 
the month of July that will help area students 
and schools across the state prepare for the 
start of the new school year.

� rough Friday, July 29, Elite DNA is 
collecting school supplies at more than 20 
locations statewide, including its location 
at 1542 Kingsley Ave. in Orange Park, and 
is calling on the community for support 

through donations of popular classroom 
items, including notebooks, college and 
wide-ruled paper, pocket folders, binders, 
pens, No. 2 and colored pencils, pink erasers, 
highlighters, pencil boxes, student scissors, 
glue sticks, wired headphones, sanitizing 
wipes and more.

Cash donations are also accepted for 
supplies to be purchased by Elite DNA sta� .

In Northeast Florida, the drive will bene-
� t students in schools across Duval and Clay 
counties through the Foundation for Duval 
Schools and Clay Education Foundation.

“Approaching the � rst day of school can 
prompt a spike in nerves among children, 
and when coupled with uncertainty over 

school supplies, students may experience 
greater feelings of anxiety and low self-
esteem, a� ecting their productivity and 
readiness to learn,” said Elizabeth Dosoretz, 
LCSW, founder and CEO of Elite DNA � er-
apy Services. “Every student should be able 
to start their � rst day of school with the tools 
they need to succeed in the classroom, so 
we’re calling on our communities to join us 
in helping alleviate back-to-school expenses 
for families already impacted by rising food 
and gas prices.”

� e community is invited to drop o�  do-
nations of school supplies at any Elite DNA 
location between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Book sale coming to 
Middleburg-Clay Hill Library

MIDDLEBURG – � e Friends of the 
Middleburg-Clay Hill Library will host an-
other book sale on July 28-30.

Hours will be from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
July 28; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on July 29; and, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on July 30. Library Friends 
members will be allowed to shop for books 
at 9 a.m. on � ursday and Saturday.

Donations will help support the library 
at 2245 Astor Ave. in Middleburg. Donations 
of books in good condition gladly will be 
accepted.

For more information, call (904) 254-
7891.

Community Briefs



THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2022 15KEYSTONE HEIGHTS HERALD

KLRBA has been around since the early 80’s. Our goal is to keep 
business local when possible which means in Keystone and Melrose. 
Any local business owner or business manager can join our 
organization within the Keystone and Melrose area (outside of this area, 
we will consider as long as there is no direct competition with another 
member).

MISSION: To promote a positive business environment and offer 
opportunities for education, networking, and business development.

2022 PRESIDENT
Harold Gilstrap - Gilstrap & Associates

2023 PRESIDENT
Clint Gillen - CarQuest of Keystone

VICE PRESIDENT 
Chris Carson - Retired Clay Electric

SECRETARY & TREASURER
Barbara Jo Franklin- Keystone Heights Insurance

MeLissa Pellerito - Realtor
Todd Beals - Realtor

Bobby Brown - Keystone Heights City Councilmen
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS:
Douglas Wide and Deb. Strickland

ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Scarecrow Strut annual competition, BOO 
on the Blvd. annually, Christmas Giveaway, Scholarships, Donations to 
local nonprofit organizations.

UPCOMING THIS YEAR IN NOVEMBER: Community yard sale. 
This yard sale will sponsor some local families in need including, 
Mission On A Dirt Road, Answers, and Lake Area bicycles. The date of 
our event will be announced soon.

We have monthly luncheons and quarterly mixers. Our next 
luncheon will be the 1st Thursday of August (RSVP only). If 
interested in becoming a member, please email Barbara at Franklin@
keystoneheightsins.com for a membership application. Membership 
dues are $60.00 per year and luncheons and mixers are $15.00 each 
person. The total for membership and meat is $240.00 annually.

OUR 2022 MEMBERS ARE: 
Ameris Bank

Atlantic Logistics
Auxadyne

Betsy Condon, County Commissioner
Bobby Brown, City Councilman

Bronco Well Drilling
Capital City Bank

Car Quest- Keystone Auto Parts
Clay Today

Clear Science
Dr James Minesinger

Genesis Fitness
Gilstrap & Associates

Hatch Realty
Helen Hersey Realty

Douglas Wise
Deb Strickland

Karen Lake, City Mayor
Keystone Heights Insurance

Keystone Heights Animal Hospital
KLC Flooring

Legacy Home Healthcare
MeLissa Pellerito, Realtor

Park of the Palms
Realty Productions Company

Santa Fe Electronics
Steve Hart, City Councilman

Temple Construction
Tina Bullock, Community Leader

Todd & Debbie Beals, Realtors
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Florida Homes
Realty & Mortgage

Todd 904.588.2083 • Debbie 316.648.0595

Facebook.com/teambeals

bealsteamrealtors 

510 S. Lawrence Blvd., KSH

Facebook.com/teambeals

bealsteamrealtors 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
SPORTS 

Homegrown � Local �Trustworthy
AutoLife HomeBoat

Keystone Heights Insurance
Serving the  

Lake Area Region  
for Over 40 Years!

•Barbara Franklin
•Buddy Saucer
•Robin Brown
•Jake Elliott

Two Convenient Locations:
7388 State Rd. 21
Keystone Heights

352-473-4881

300 State Rd. 26
Melrose

352-218-4036

Buddy

Jake

South Carolina duo blasts Keystone’s  Freedom 5K
By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS - � e Freedom 5K 
run race course is usually considered “fairly 
hilly” with undulations throughout the 3.1 
mile trek in the neighborhoods surrounding 
the lakeside community. � e race bene� ts 
the Jordan Cooper Memorial Scholarship 
Fund; Cooper’s foundation, formed in 2017 
in the memory of Keystone Heights High 
student Jordan Cooper who died at age 25, 
is for anti-bullying education and animal 
rescue and provides scholarship money to 
Keystone Heights High School students. 

Two boys from South Carolina and one 

from Gainesville made a quick impres-
sion on the mainly local run crowd at the 
Keystone Heights July 4 celebration run with 
times under the very quick 17 minute mark.

Top � nisher Noah Wasserman, of 
Blu� ton, SC, a junior cross country state 
runner in South Carolina, won going away 
at 15 minutes, 59.77 seconds with Gaines-
ville’s Julian Bautista, a runner for St. Francis 
Catholic in Gainesville, a few ticks behind in 
16:52.04.

� e third place � nisher, Wasserman’s 
South Carolina teammate at May River High 
School Cohen MacDonald in 16:51.40. 

“We are on vacation down here and 
heard of this race,” said Wasserman, who 

was 21st in Class AAAA in South Carolina’s 
state championships in November. Mac-
Donald, 21st at the region quali� er, narrowly 
missed the state meet requirement.

Bautista was a fourth place � nisher at 
the FHSAA region 2-1A championships in 
17:17.5 to qualify to the Class 1A champion-
ship race where he � nished 23rd in 17:04.5. 

Bautista also brought his own � repower 
with St. Francis coach Maggie McCloskey, 
29, who was a repeat winner of the event 
with a 13th overall � nish in 22:04.93 to � nish 
just ahead of Carolyn Corgel, an amazing 64 
years old from Elkton, who was runnerup in 
22:49.80. 

At the other end of the age spectrum, 

third place went to tiny Reagan � omas, a 
Keystone Heights nine year old phenom, 
who � nished in 23:37.00. 

Top local � nisher was Keystone Heights 
High Schooler Tyler Gri�  n, a region cross 
country and track runner for the Indians 
who strode in at fourth place overall in 
17:48.25.

A third Blu� ton, SC, runner, 14 year old 
Jackson MacDonald, was seventh. 

In the wheelchair competition, Clay High 
former wrestler and football standout Mark 
DeToro, who 13 years ago lost his right leg 
in a cycling accident, won with a 21st place 
� nish in 23:23.23. DeToro, now 39, has been 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Plenty of running action Saturday morning in Keystone Heights as the Freedom 5K road race returned tothe streets of Keystone Heights. Above, runners take o�  going uphill with eventual 
winner Noah Wasserman, shirtless on right, visiting from South Carolina to take the top male � nish in a very fast time just under 16 minutes while  St. Francis Academy coach Maggie McCloskey 
bested the womens � eld with a 13th place overall � nish just ahead of the amazing Carolyn Corgell at age 64 who � nished as second female.

SEE FRREDOM, 18
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Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Family Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

J-G
  

 

Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

Visit our showroom for the 

FREE ESTIMATES
1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

•Business cards
•Flyers

•Brochures
•T-Shirts

•Banners
•Bindery

•Envelopes
•Graphic Design

Introducing our NEW
54' Large Format

HP 315 Latex Printer

Bigger, Faster & 
Better Quality!Your Full Service Print Shop!

• Business Cards  • Flyers  • Brochures  • T-Shirts  • Banners
• Bindery  • Envelopes  • Graphic Design..... and much more!

1857 Wells Road, Suite 1 A&B • Orange Park, FL 32073
www.sirspeedyop.com • orders@sirspeedyop.com

Phone: 904-269-5116

1857 Wells Road, Orange Park
www.sirspeedyop.com • orders@sirspeedyop.com

Phone: 904-269-5116

YOUR FULL STYLE PRINT SHOP!

and much more!

Non-Operative
Reparative Treatments
Do you want to get back to your 
active lifestyle and doing what you 
love without surgery?

To learn more about our non-operative 
solutions, call our office today at 
904.634.0640 to schedule your 
appointment with one of our specialists.

www.se-ortho.com

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO
Plenty of running action Saturday morning in Keystone Heights as the Freedom 5K road race 
returned tothe streets of Keystone Heights. Above, runners take off going uphill with eventual 
winner Noah Wasserman, shirtless on right, visiting from South Carolina to take the top male � nish 
in a very fast time just under 16 minutes while  St. Francis Academy coach Maggie McCloskey 
bested the womens � eld with a 13th place overall � nish just ahead of the amazing Carolyn Corgell 
at age 64 who � nished as second female.

competing still with his wheelchair with 
recent national title basketball medals and a 
top � nish in last year’s Freedom 5Km. 

One other out of state runner, Collin 
Presser, 21 of Biglerville, PA, � nished 71st 
with runners from Hallandale, Tallahassee 
and Plant City. 

� ere were 138 � nishers. Results are 
posted at FloridaRaceDay.com.

Freedom
from page 17

Third place overall winner Riley Thomas gets a high � ve after receiving her trophy for a fast 
� nish at the Freedom 5Km road race in Keystone Heights. 
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Plumbing repairs
Water heater installation and repair

Re-pipes
Slab Leaks

Drain cleaning
Waster softener installation

Gas piping
Pump installation

Sewer and water lines
New Construction

24 hour service
Commercial/ Residential

904-458-3020352-478-1764
956 SE State Rd., 100 • Keystone Heights

Local Artisan Wares 
Vintage

Antiques
Repurposed
Housewares
Home Decor

Books
Collectibles

Retro

How to report a problem with a 
Clay Electric outdoor light

If you are aware of an inoperative or malfunctioning outdoor light on Clay 
Electric Cooperative’s lines, call 1-800-224-4917 to report the problem; login 
to MyClayElectric, click Submit Outage/Inquiry, and follow the prompts; or 
email contactus@clayelectric.com to report the problem.
When reporting the problem, you will need to provide the following 
information so the co-op can make the appropriate repair, and contact you 
should there be any questions: 

(1) Specific street address where the outdoor light is located
(2) A description of where the outdoor light is located on the property
(3) A description of the nature of the malfunction or failure of illumination of 

the outdoor light
(4) Sufficient contact information, including your name, address, telephone 

number, and account number (if a Clay Electric Cooperative member)

This ad is printed in compliance with Florida Statute 768.1382.

Orange Park Police Department will provide a safe environment.

VENDOR SPOTS OR QUESTIONS CONTACT US: 
CLEANNSHINECAREASSOCIATIONLLC@GMAIL.COM • 904-579-3713 or 904-579-3674

Come and join us!
Fun for all ages!
Saturday, July 30th
10am-4pm
Town Hall Park
2042 Park Ave
Orange Park, FL 32073
• Free Admission
• Friendship & Community
• Free School Supplies

Door Prizes!!!• Local vendors• Food trucks• Bounce houses• Petting zoo• Face painting• DJ Marlon Dixon• Cotton Candy• Free Popcorn

2nd Annual Clay County Community Event2nd Annual Clay County Community Event

Sponsored by: 
Calvary Missionary 

Baptist Church 
& Clean-N-Shine 

Mobile Detail

Freedom 5K female winner Maggie McCloskey, the head cross country coach at St. Francis Academy in Gainesville strides downhill to the � nish. Right- ParaOlympic national basketball champion Mark 
DeToro, a former Clay High wrestling and football star, won the wheelchair division just ahead of Keystone Heights High’s Wyatt Van Zant. De Toro lost  his leg 13 years ago in a cycling 
accident. 

Jason Harp, 12, blasts to � nish line in 16th 
place overall at Freedom 5Km in Keystone 
Heights. Harp was second in his age group. 

Nine year old Riley Thomas sprints to � nish 
as third overall female in 23:40.5 at the 
Freedom 5Km road race on Saturday in 
Keystone Heights.
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Join
KEYSTONE

LAKE REGION
Business Association

KLRBA.com HOME AUTO BUNDLE

Greater Jacksonville Junior Open Golf Round 2

Mawhinney, French take 
high drama to 18th hole
By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

EAGLE HARBOR - Fleming Island golfer 
Tyler Mawhinney had the round one lead 
for most of the Greater Jacksonville Junior 
Open Championship but had to withstand 
a four-hole surge from Orange Park’s Mat-
thew French to win his second consecutive 
title Tuesday afternoon at Eagle Harbor 
Country Club.

“I’ve been in some situations like this 
where it came down to the � nal putt on 
the � nal hole, but it’s never seem to come 
out in my favor,” said Mawhinney, who 
won by one stroke ofver French in the two 
day even with rounds of 72 (even-par) and 
70 (2-under par). “This is my home course 
and I’ve played here hundreds of times so 
I knew where I could make some ground, 
but Matthew had a great � nish to make it 
close.”

French, who recently returned from 
Notre Dame after competing in a The 
First Tee tournament, was part of a round 
one contingency of four golfers trailing 
Mawhinney by two strokes prior to Tues-
day’s round.

“I knew if I stayed close, it was just a 
matter of one of us making a slight mistake 
that could break the tournament,” said 
French, a junior at Bishop Snyder High 
School. “After I bogeyed 13, I knew I had 
to do something to turn things around to 
catch him.”

French not only turned things around, 
but put Mawhinney on his heels with 
French blasting four straight birdie � nish-
es on 14, 15, 16 and 17 with 16 a � ve-par 
hole and 14 and 17 both par fours.

“I just got into a focus and kept good 
fairway to greens, good irons to the putts 
and landing the putts,” said French. “He 
had four birdies in the � rst nine to put the 
pressure on and he seemed to be on his 
game pretty good.”

French and group third Emmet Kuhlen-
kamp both tanked their drives on the 18th 
hole into the trees to force a simultaneous 
ball drop for both that proved costly in the 
end to French putting him in a situation 
that needed just a successful putt for par 
for Mawhinney if French was able to one-
putt the hole. French missed his � rst putt 
to force a miss by Mawhinney as the tie 

Fleming Island High incoming freshman golfer Tyler Mawhinney, right, and Bishop Snyder 
junior Matthew French staged a dramatic 18th hole � nal putt � nish before Mawhinney walked 
away with the � rst place trophy at the Greater Jacksonville Junior Open championship held 
Monday and Tuesday at Eagle Harbor Country Club. 

maker. Mawhinney made his putt.
While Mawhinney and French waged 

their battle for the top trophy, in the girls 
match, Fleming Island High sophomore 
Alyzabeth Morgan also staged a second 
round attack on early leader and eventual 
champion Sahana Chokshi, an eighth grad-
er to Episcopal High School, who domi-
nated the Eagle Harbor course with a four 
over par 76 in round one followed by an 
improvement to just one over par in round 
two to win convincingly over Morgan who 
� nished second at 12-over par after hit-

ting eight over in round one. Morgan im-
proved to just four over in round two, but 
Chokski stayed well above the � eld with 
just three birdies, but with 12 par scores. 
Morgan had one birdie on the � rst nine, 
then one on the � nal hole to close the gap. 

Clay High’s Taylor Young � nished tied 
for seventh at 23 over par with disas-
trous nine and 18 hole � nishes keeping 
her rounds of pars from being able to ap-
proach the top � ve. Young had two birdies 

SEE GOLF, 21

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care • Skilled Nursing • Rehabilitation

Call 904-284-5994 today for lunch and a tour.
3495 Hoffman St. | Penney Farms, FL 32079 | VisitPRC.org

~Enjoy Retirement~
A Christian Continuing Care Community with a golf course, indoor pool,

community garden, tennis courts, bike and walking trails, 
and newly constructed pickleball courts! See for yourself why 
so many retirees call Penney Retirement Community home! 
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OF STARKE
HANDI-HOUSE

“ P R O U D L Y   S E R V I N G   Y O U   F O R   4 3   G R E AT  Y E A R S ! ”

3 STALL CARPORT

CARPORT & GABLE

RED BARN

WOOD STYLE

UTILITY GARAGE

UTILITY WITH PORCH

ROUNDED STYLE CARPORT

ENCLOSED GARAGE

REPOS
AVAILABLE

Located in Starke, Florida
15195 US Hwy 301

Call Dena - 904-964-3330

HORSE BARN SIDE DOOR PORTABLE CEDAR PORTABLERED BARN

RV CARPORT LOFT BARN WOOD WITH END BARN DOORSUTILITY CARPORT

NOFREE
DELIVERY

CREDIT
CHECK

RENT
TO OWN

$9900 DOWN DELIVERS
E V E R Y T I M E

WE PULL PERMITS • FLORIDA CERTIFIED

150 MPH WINDLOADS 
WARRANTY PACKAGES • CONCRETE PACKAGES • HIGH QUALITY STEEL

TAX TIME SAVINGS
COME SEE 

DENA...
the DEAL 
MAKER

DR ILL ING INC.

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

352.473.0534 
969 SE State Rd 100 
Keystone Heights, FL

State License 
#7112

State License 
#7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
& Maintenance 
• Water Testing 

• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

Golf
from page 20

in the front nine on day two.
St. Johns Country Day School’s Abby 

Vogt finished tied for 13th at 30-over par. 
Vogt opened round two with a first hole bo-
gie then a string of eight pars before land-
ing just two pars in the final nine holes. 

Finishing 19th was Orange Park’s Em-
ily Ames at 67 over par.

For the rest of the boys field, Fleming 
Island’s Emmet Kuhlenkamp, starting with 
in the French, Mawhinney group on day 
two as one of the many plus-2 finishers 
on day one, opened with two birdies and 
three pars to stay the course, but eventu-
ally landed a handful of bogies including a 
double at eight before correcting to eight 
pars in the final nine with a bogie on 18 to 
finish sixth.

Orange Park’s Brock Buhnerkemper 
was at 3-over after day one and within 
striking range for day two. Buhnerkemper 
had just one birdie on the first nine and 
eventually finished ninth. 

Fleming Island’s Chase Ricks was 11th 
at 13-over while Fleming Island team-
mattes Jacob Davis finished 26th and  El-
liot Mehler finished 27th at 33-over. 

Keystone Heights’ Nicholas Binet fin-
ished 29th at 33-over. 

Fleming Island’s Will McGready fin-
ished 32nd at 41-over. 

St. Johns Country Day School standout; left, 
Mason Davis, power off on day one.
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PUZZLE
FUN

Fleming Island High golfers Alyzbeth 
Morgan, left, and Emmet Kuhlenkamp 
finished in top 10 at the Greater Jacksonville 
Junior Open championships held Monday 
and Tuesday at Eagle Harbor Country 
Club. Morgan was second for girls field. 
Kuhlenkamp was sixth in boys field.



Classified
Rates

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$15.25 1 wk, $26 2 wks,
$34.75 3 wks, $42 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$24 1 wk, $42 2 wks,
$60 3 wks, $76 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real 
Estate or Advertise Your 

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $27 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $22

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $80/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $160/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Keystone Heights, Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms & Middleburg

CLASSIFIED
Classified

COUNTY
Clay CLASSIFIED

DEADLINE
Monday

12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE 
MARKET 

COVERAGE...
from 89,000 readers in 

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy, 
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

The World’s Most Advanced 
Medical Alert System
Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!

$20 OFF Mobile Companion

O�er code: CARE20

CALL NOW 
1-855-521-5138

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Español
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258
A� en� on oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is 
capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. 
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request 
a free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-855-
948-6176
Eliminate gu� er cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gu� er protec-� on. Schedule 
free LeafFilter es� mate today. 15% off  En� re Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
AT&T Internet. Star� ng at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc 
restric� ons apply. 1-855-364-3948
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as li� le as ONE DAY! 
Aff ordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  Life� me 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deduc� ble. Call 
1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no ma� er 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free 
Installa� on.  Call 866-499-0141
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, MARTIN, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOL-LAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 
1-866-433-8277

Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consulta� on, 
produc� on, promo� on & distribu� on. Call for free 
author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads
Paying top cash for men’s sportwatches! Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-tona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236
Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original - originally $129.95 - now w/this special off er  
only $59.95 w/code MCB59! 1-888-805-0840
Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most advanced 
medical alert product on the market. Voice-ac� vated! No 
wi-fi  needed! Special off er w/code CARE20 for $20 off  
Mobile Companion. 1-855-341-5862
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installa� on, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric� ons apply. Promo Expires 
1/21/23. 1-866-479-1516
The Generac PWRcell solar plus ba� ery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full installa� on services. $0 down 
fi nancing op� on. Re-quest free no obliga� on quote. 
1-877-539-0299
Vivint. Smart security. Professionally installed. One 
connected system for total peace of mind. Free 
professional installa� on! Four free months of monitoring! 
Call  to customize your system. 1-833-841-0737
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. 
Comprehensive life� me warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installa� on and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off  - limited � me! Fi-nancing available. 
1-855-417-1306
Protect your home from pests safely and aff ordably. Pest, 
rodent, termite and mosquito control. Call for a quote or 
inspec� on today 844-394-9278
Discount air travel. Call Flight Services for best pricing on 
domes� c & interna� onal fl ights inside & from the US. 
Serving United, Delta, American & Southwest & many 
more. Free quote! Have travel dates ready! 844-951-
2014
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Satellite Sales & 
Service

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Start-
ing at $74.99/month! Free Installa-
tion! 160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports & En-
tertainment on TV!  844-614-2532

Legal Service

Foreclosure and Eviction Assis-
tance A+Rated, HUD-Approved 
(Lic.83706) NonProfit offering As-
sistance for Eviction and Foreclo-
sure Avoidance. Free & Confiden-
tial Call:  561-472-8000 Debthelper.
com

Medical 
Supplies

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPI-
ENTS! Open Enrollment for Medi-
care health plans is here! Call our 
licensed insurance agents for an 
affordable quote for your needed 
coverage. Call for a no obligation 
free quote now! 833-260-2632 
(TTY: 711)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 866-925-2362.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS!  A cheaper alternative to high 

drug store prices! 50 Pill Special-
Only $99!  100% guaranteed.       
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Antiques / 
Collectibles

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 833-
860-0454.

Home 

Improvements

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
Empire Today® to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 855-
919-2509

BCI Bath and Shower- BATH & 
SHOWER UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 888-460-2264

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home estimates make 
it convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top qual-
ity - Made in the USA. Call for free 
consultation: 866-636-1910.  Ask 
about our specials!

PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. Pest, 
rodent, termite and mosquito con-
trol.  Call for a quote or inspection 
today 888-498-0446

Home 
Improvements

Green Mountain Pools in Vermont 
is hiring pool plasterers, mixers, 
and laborers starting at $18-$25/
hr depending on experience. 
Call Nick 802-356-1482 or email 
grnmntpools@comcast.net

GOT JUNK?
Call us today to fi nd out how to 

spread the word to our Community.

Starting At Only $21

904.579.2154

LOOK
READING
NEWSPAPERS
IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER

STSTARARTING ATING A  
NEW BUSINESS?NEW BUSINESS?

Have you registered your name with 
the state and need to run a fictitious name 

advertisement?  
It is a very easy process.  

Email Sandy at 
cassandra@claytodayonline.com or 

call 904-579-2153 to request the 
necessary form. It will run in our legal 
section for one week. The cost is $35 . 

An affidavit will be mailed to you.
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OFFICE: 352-478-SOLD • 352-478-7100

275 S. Lawrence Blvd. Ste 1, Keystone Heights

Join a Brokerage of over 2,000 AgentsJoin a Brokerage of over 2,300 Agents
We are the largest single-broker firm

in North Florida. All with 
100% COMMISSION

for our agents.

WELCOME, 
Mandy Taylor!

We have become the third largest 
Independent Brokerage in the State of Florida.

We are the largest single-broker firm in North Florida. 
All with 100% Commission for our agents.

This math never changes. If you sell a property worth $500,000, 
the commission would be $15,000. We take .002 times the 

sales price = $1,000; So your check will be $14,000!

Our Residual Income Program allows agents in our firm to 
refer other agents to Florida Homes Realty & Mortgage. 

Unlike other brokerages, when we earn a dollar from an agent that 
you referred to us, you get part of that dollar.

Excellent Training!
Lead Generation • Farming • Contracts • FSBOs • Expired Listings

Marketing Technology • Acquiring Listings • Extensive Online Library

Contact MeLissa to find out how to join!
Call or Text (352) 494-1829 • mpelleritoreawtor@gmail.com

Contact MeLissa to find out how to join!Contact MeLissa to find out how to join!Contact MeLissa to find out how to join!

WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME, 

Welcome Home!
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